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B-Ball Fever Hits NYLS 
By Jaques Nazaire 
TilisisthetimeoftheyearwhenNYl.Sstudents 
are getting geared up for - no, not finals - basket-
ball tryouts, of course. After a successful last season 
with the team touting a 7-3 win-loss record, New 
York Law School Basketball Association is partici-
pating in The New York Lawyers' Basketball league, 
• 
~ l 
As finals roll arournl, secornl year students remain 
calm arnl cool. 
which fields teams from every law firm and law 
school in the city. 
The league is one of most popular recreational 
forums among the New York legal profession and the 
school's participation helps publicize NYI.S through-
out the city and fosters good public relations. The 
league, which has been in existence for more than 25 
years, is so popular that its standings are published in 
The New York Law Journal. Many well-known people 
have played in it including Mario Cuomo, George 
Pataki, Alan Hevesi and others. This year over two 
hundred schools and firms will compete. 
The league is divided into several subdivisions. 
In addition to having a law school division which is 
opened to all currently enrolled law students, it also 
has: 1) firm sponsored divisions which are opened to 
lawyers, law students, and paralegals; 2) The Women's 
Division which is opened to any women connected in 
some way to the legal profession, including law stu-
dents; and 3) The Corporate League which is de-
signed for clients and friends of lawyers. 
As part of the basketball league, The NYLS 
Basketball Association gives students a recreational 
outlet and the opportunity to represent the law school 
in athletic competition. Last year ten members were 
selected to represent the team. This year the team is 
Continued on page 7 
Ace Finals and Keep Stress to Minintunt 
By Antonio Trotta m 
lean tell it's almost exam time again. The faces of 
first year students are ripped with tension , and I see 
.the computer rooms filled with people working on 
their Torts, Civil Procedure, and Contracts outlines 
while mumbling quiet obscenities underneath their 
breath. Have no fear my poor brethren, I've been there 
before, and you will get through this. However, there 
are some tips and techniques that can actually make 
studying for your first year exams more productive. 
I'm sure every 1 L has received many a flyer in 
their mailbox about some course out there that can get 
you in the top 30% of your class guaranteed or your 
money back. Don't believe the hype. If we all signed 
up, 70% of the class would be asking for their money 
back. They all teach the same thing anyway: Law 
school exams are not answer oriented, they are analy-
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sis oriented. Those persons who can recognize the 
issues that apply to a given fact pattern, concisely 
state how the issues could affect the outcome, and do 
so under an often stressful time limit, will do well. So 
now you're probably saying, "Yeah, I've heard this all 
before, but what do I do to get good at taking these 
exams?" 
The first p iece of advice that I can offer 
(suprisingly enough, it is also the one I consider the 
most important) is to keep any outlines that you 
prepare to a reasonable length. I never understood 
why someone would prepare a 52 page outline and 
then try to memorize it- a purely self defeating act of 
masochism. It has been my experience that an outline 
needs to be no longer than 10 or 11 pages of single 
space type in order to fit the necessary information for 
any class. (This is just my experience, and since discre-
tion is the better part of valor I wil1 leave it in your 
hands to judge what "reasonable" means. (Which is 
what you will be doing for much of your Torts exam 
anyway.) If you listen to your professors' advice only 
once this year, listen when they you to actually make 
an outline. Making an outline, although time-con-
suming, will increase your chance of recalling the rule 
of law quickly during an exam, and start you thinking 
analytically about where and how such rules can be 
applied. 
In regard to study groups, the rule is to keep it 
simple. Here is a where opinions vary, but I believe 
mine to be of great value (big surprise). Keep your 
study group small and serious. A study group is not 
Continued on page 5 
Alum, Judge 
remembered. 
See Page 6 Point/Counterpoint 
H I t . b Welfare: An entitle-ow go my JO • 
See a e 18 ment or bloodsucker. p g See Page 11 
New York Law School Reporter 
New Kitchen Mng. Offers More Choice, Higher Prices 
By Valerie Armstrong-Barrows 
Chick<.!n Cor Don Bleu, yellow rice lightly 
sprinkled with fresh cracked pepper corns, salad, 
cheese cake and seltzer water. Lunch at the local 
restaurant? No, at New York Law School! A merger 
between the former cafeteria service, Morrison Com-
pany, and Gardner Merchant Food Services in 1994 
has both benefited students and affected their pocket-
books. Although prices are noticeably higher students 
have a greater variety of food choices. 
The fare has expanded from the usual ham-
burger, french fries and coke, to include fresh baked 
pizzas, side order pasta salads, sandwich combo spe-
cials, and full meat and potato meals. In 
addition to the new array of desserts, 
including cherry pie, double chocolate 
cake and lemon meringue pie, students 
can enjoy one of the several flavors of 
coffee. All of this comes with a new atti-
tude and a new look: brightly-colored 
uniforms, friendly assistance, smiles and 
courtesy. 
While most of you have already no-
ticed these improvements, you have also 
noticed the increase in p rices. Six weeks 
into the semester I met with Kitty 
MacLeod, the Director of Business Op-
erations and Dennis Cosgrove, District 
Manager of Gardner Merchant Food Ser-
vices, Inc. to address student concerns. 
grounds and its hard and you try to have something 
for everyone and also be trendy. [They] thought in the 
beginning they were going to be very healthy ori-
ented. But that's not what [the students] wanted. They 
want junk food." 
So Cosgrove adjusted by changing its menu. It is 
their intention to put in items that are going to move, 
but that will also make people happy. Cosgrove fur-
ther stated that although their space is limited, they do 
offer a busy menu: entrees, specialty sandwiches, 
grilled items, soup, and pizza. They want to keep 
everyone coming back. 'Throughout their seventy lo-
cations around the city, their policy is: to listen to their 
guests and become part of the culture of the location. 
contract with a food service provider if they were not 
given this contract right. Basically, all catering needs 
must first be brought to the attention of Gardner 
Merchant. They will get the bid, unless you can find a 
caterer that will provide the same items for a lesser 
amount, and Gardner can not meet that bid. There 
appears to be only two exceptions to this clause: I) the 
student organization can do it cheaper themselves by 
not using any caterer, and 2) there is a need for several 
chefs with specialties in different cultural areas for one 
event. I mentioned the Multi-Cultural Festival that 
was jointly produced last year by several of our cul-
tural organizations. The food presented was from 
several cultures. Cosgrove expressed a doubt that 
they would be able to handle a request 
for several different cultural chefs pre-
paring food for the same day. He stated 
that this may not be feasible for 
Gardner to undertake. However, he 
did stress that they do have many 
talented chefs who specialize in West 
Indian, Soul, and Japanese food. 
Cosgrove makes all the decisions as 
to menus that will be offered, prices that 
will be charged, and changes that will be 
made. He meets with both MacLeod and 
Kitchen Crew From left, Lillian Marrero, Maria Ramirez, Chef Duane Maxwell, Marc 
Melendez. and John Pastor. 
If a student group does not use 
Gardner Merchant to provide the food 
for their event, the organization must 
complete and submit a student release 
form to MacLeod's office explaining 
why they are not using Gardner, how 
much it is going to cost them, and 
releasing Gardner from any liability 
in case someone gets food poisoning. 
Another purpose is to make sure that 
the organizations have considered all 
of the costs involved in catering the 
program. MacLeod stated that they 
Joe Carone, the NYLS site manager, on a regular basis 
to discuss the successes and failures of menu ideas, 
and feedback from students. Neighborhood trends, 
health consciousness, and quality are factors consid-
ered when making a menu. 
Itisimportantthatthecafeteriaprovideahealthy, 
affordable meal for the students, Cosgrove said. 
Due to the financial diversity of NYLS students, 
one of the major concerns of many is the affordability 
of the food served. Cosgrove explained that the prices 
are competitive based on the area, the quality of the 
food, and the costs incurred. The markup is basically 
the same as was formally used. Cosgrove noted that 
sandwiches in the area are sold for about $4 . 95 each, 
while sandwiches here sell for about $2.35 - $2.50. 
Now I am not going to contradict this statement, but 
the menu does not reflect that a significant number of 
the sandwiches listed sell for those prices. Perhaps a 
breakfast sandwich, or a grilled cheese sandwich, or a 
hamburger, but not a typical cold cuts sandwich. 
When I questioned him as to whether a lunch 
could be bought for under$3.00, he stated that a meal, 
consisting of an en tree, combo, or meat and vegetable, 
could be bought for about $3.00 - $3.50. However, 
these items tend to be priced more in the $3.75 price 
range,and usually do not include a beverage. Cosgrove 
also stated that while they listen to the concerns of 
students, they have not received any complaints about 
the prices of the menu items. 
Graciously, he did suggest that perhaps as a 
result of the interview, they may decide to offer a 
casserole item or combo that is less expensive because 
it is not as costly to make. He is "willing and open to 
make changes." 
'We listen to our customers," Cosgrove empha-
sized. "But there is a cost attached to everything." 
. Cosgrove recognizes that "this is a hard 
group ... we have very diverse guests, age, ethnic back-
He takes pride in the students recognizing him when 
he is on campus. When someone tells him that they 
did not like a menu item, he remembers, and considers 
it when making up the next menus. 
You may remember the survey form that was 
handed out in the cafeteria, inquiring about student's 
interest in Kosher food being served. The results were 
17 respondents; 16 somewhat interested, but most not 
wanting to spend more than $5.00. MacLeod stated 
that as a result, it would not be cost effective to 
purchase Kosher foods based on the lack of interest 
expressed by students. However, if a set number of 
people guaranteed that they would purchase these 
sandwiches on a weekly basis by paying in advance, 
it could be arranged at a certain price. 
Most food services, including Gardner Merchant, 
have a clause in their contracts that give them "right of 
first refusal," which has been an issue on campus. 
Macleod explained that the food services contractor 
has always had this "right" in their contracts with the 
school. She emphasized that it would be difficult to 
may realize that it is actually cheaper 
to have it catered than to do it themselves. This can 
savetheorganizationfromlastminuterunningaroWld. 
I also spoke to Cosgrove about those students 
who due to special dietary or religious needs, cannot 
eat the majority of the food offered. He stated that this 
is not a problem because they are receptive to the 
needs of the students; either meet with Carrone in the 
Faculty dining room during the day, or Kelly during 
the day and Marc during the night in the cafeteria. An 
agreement can be worked out where certain foods will 
be prepared for you on those days that you will 
definitely eat in the cafeteria. However, they cannot 
prepare 100 separate entrees! But they are willing to 
try to address the special needs of the students. 
So if you have a particular desire for what you 
would like to see offered in the cafeteria, tell the food 
service assistants. Cosgrove states, while it is hard to 
please the masses, he would rather listen to that one 
complaint than to lose a customer. Welcome to NY,!j, 
Gardner! ,ff 
.. 
THIRD YEAR CHRISTMAS 
by Lennon C. Edwards 
This Christmas will be different 
for it's the first of the last 
the harbinger of maturity 
of what birthed three years past 
It's the shifting of our focus 
to graduation and gainful employment 
and paying back your loans 
DECEMBER 1995 
until you reach the last installment 
It's about family and laughter 
the most celebrated of seasons 
but the birth of the Savior of the world 
is the one true reason 
why Christmas, this Christmas 
will be different this year 
Spread Love and Joy I 
' 
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The Deadline for all 
Article and Valentine's 
Submission's is Monday 
January 29th. 
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. G ·ET AN EDGE . ·.:· '' 
. . .... 
. . . . . . ·, .. : : 
• IMPROVE YOUR STUDY SKILLS 
• IMPROVE YOUR GRADES 
• ONE ON ONE TUTORING 
• HELP WITH PAPER WRITING 
• HELP WITH STUDY SKILLS 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
OR MORE INFORMATION 
CALL THE LAW TUTORIAL SERVICE 
(516) 485-5133 
OR (212) 886-5427 
The Reporter is accepting submissions for the valentines 
issue due out in February, 1994. Your submission should 
be adressed to a person with both the first and last 
name, your name and a brief message. 
Valentine 
• 
To: 
From: 
Message __ : ______ _ 
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4 New York Law School Reporter 
' Sound Off To The Ombudsman .. -_ _ · · · _ : . _ ·; ··_ :_ -• .... _. 
An Ombudsman investigates reported 
complaints (from students or consumers), 
reports fint::ngs, and helps to achieve equi-
table settlements.1 The Reporter's column 
"Sound Off To The Ombudsman" is pre-
sented for entertainment purposes only. 
Dear Ombudsman: 
I hope whoever wrote the letter 
about Professor Strossen and me gets 
his or her facts more accurate when 
he or she begins to practice law, or 
else that person may need one of us 
to represent him or her. I never, ever 
miss classes and am rarely away 
from Harvard Law School. Indeed, 
as of this date, I have not taken a 
single trip out of town during this 
entire semester. That having been 
said, I am honored to be put in the 
same company as Professor Strossen. 
Sincerely, 
Alan M. Dershowitz 
Felix Frankfurter Professor of 
Law 
Dear Readers, 
The above letter was received by 
my office in response to a recent letter 
in which it may have been perceived 
by some that I implied Prof. Dershowitz 
skipped his classes, or in some way 
neglected his teaching duties at 
Harvard. You see, dear readers, I have 
a confession to make. It was actually I 
who wrote the original letter. Not only 
do I have all the answers, but I also 
have a few questions now and then and 
I feel I am the best person to answer 
them. 
So, I would just like to take this 
opportunity to apologize to Prof. 
Dershowitz. I never meant to imply he 
missed classes (wink, wink) or that he 
neglected his duties at Haroard (nudge, 
nudge)(chuckle, chuckle). It was 
certainly not my purpose to insinuate 
Professor Dershowitz is a bit of a 
headline seeking figurehead type. (tee 
hee, poke, poke, giggle, giggle.) Well, 
all that said with a straight face ... 
Prof Dershowitz also points out 
that certain people should get their facts 
straight before they write stuff about 
him or the writer may need someone 
like him in the future. First, evidently 
Prof Dershowitz did not notice that I 
fictionalized his name by spelling it 
with a "c" in the original letter. I 
believe that clears me of all need to be 
accurate. Second, to require Prof. 
Dershowitz's seroices I would first have 
to become a minority, then become a 
football star, then murder my ex-wife. 
GOOPS!!!! I forgot Johnnie asked Prof 
Dershowitz not to come -back for the 
second half of that trial. Probably due 
to the good Professor's dedication 
towards his students. 
Dear Ombudsman, 
What is up with the slobs who 
attend your school?! I was visiting 
NYLS to attend a seminar and was 
amazed at the number of students 
who use your cafeteria and leave 
their garbage behind. I thought your 
trash cans were marked pretty 
clearly. How is NYLS going to ad-
dress this problem. 
Signed, 
The guy who wrote the letter 
Dear Guy, 
You don't attend our school so 
get off it. Pay some tuition and then 
you can bitch and complain. 
Actually most students assume 
that when they pay six dollars for a 
piece of pizza, sixty-five cents a ba-
nana, and four bucks for a cup of 
coffee, the service charge is included. 
The question isn't why are the stu-
dents so sloppy, it is why aren't the 
cafeteria workers out there cleaning 
it up faster? You will also notice that 
on the annual Dean Day, when Dean 
Wellington (or a convincing card-
board cut-out) is sitting in the caf-
eteria it is clean enough to eat off the 
floor there. (If only you could aHord 
it.) 
Dear Ombudsperson, 
Having transferred from an-
other school, I find myself at a loss 
when considering which professors 
to take next semester. How can I 
find out which profs give out the 
best grades, and which ones to avoid. 
When I registered for this semester I 
listened to advice from someone who 
was already here, but I am afraid I 
may have detrimentally relied. Is 
there a bona-fide list somewhere stat-
ing the amount of work each prof 
requires? 
Because I transferred, I was re-
quired to choose my classes months 
after everyone else. Consequently, 
only Lawyering and Contracts were 
available. How does this wait list 
procedure work? Please help me 
because I need 12 credits to qualify 
for my loan money. 
Signed, 
Lost in Manhattan 
Dear Lost, 
I know of no definitive listing but 
I would be happy to help you pick out 
some of the best profs to take. However, 
'. ' : ~ , • 4 • • ·' •• • ' •• -'. • • ,. .,·_ ' ~ 
I will not be able to name names 
because this whole Dershowitz thing 
has me pretty scared. 
First, take any professor that has 
been denied tenure. They're gone, they 
don't care, say no more. 
Second, don't take any professors 
that were responsible for another 
professor being denied tenure. If they 
are that pettt; in the committee room, 
imagine what they are like in class. 
Third, take a minority professor ... 
oh, hell, take 'em both. 
Fourth, take any professor who was 
once a dean of the school. At least 
you know that they know that you 
know that they know what they are 
talking about. 
Fifth, take Art Law no matter who 
offers it. Rationale: its Art Law. 
Sixt1z, take female professors unless 
they can be cross referenced with 
suggestion two. Seriously. 
As for how the wait list procedure 
works, I don't know. 
Dear Ombudsman, 
What do they actually do in the 
Law Review office. I have yet to see 
it cited in any of my law books. If 
they are supposed to be so smart 
why don't they make a name for our 
school? 
Signed, 
Top 11 % 
Dear Top 11%, 
You ask some powerful questions. 
But I think I can help you out. Mostly 
they sit around the office trading one-
liners such as "Yeah, this ones getting 
out on time", "Man, this looks so good 
on my resume" "You know, this 
guarantees me a job when I graduate" 
"People really respect us" "The fifteen 
hours a week just fly by, don't they?" 
"Wow! We've got some top flight 
writers for this edition" "This issue 
really is better than the last one. I mean 
sure we've had two years to work on it 
but ... " 
Recently a Moot Court member 
passed a group of Law Review members 
who were out celebrating finishing a 
footnote. 
This is an excerpt of what 
transpired ... 
MOOT COURT MEMBER: "So 
if you guys are so cool what are you 
doing at like a Gas 'N Sip on a 
Saturday night with no job offers in 
site?" 
LAW RE,VIEW MEMBER: "By 
choice, conscious choice. Hours man, I 
gotta bail." 
By the way, New York Law School 
Law Review has been cited in such 
prestigious books as: Litigation 1,2 .3. 
and Here an Ambulance Chaser, There 
an Ambulance Chaser, Evecywliere an 
Ambulance Chaser. 
So I think some of your criticism 
was a little misguided. You must be 
jealous or something. 
Dear Library Basher (Om-
budsman), 
Why do you find it necessary 
to critique those hard working folks 
at the NYLS Library? 
Signed, 
H. Stem 
P.S. F. Jackie 
Dear H. Stern, 
I'm anonymous. 
I WEBSTER'SNIN1HNEW.COLLECIATE 
DICTIONARY 823 (9th ed. 1983). 
The Ombudsman in-
. tes all comments, 'l\leefs" 
r questions for publication 
· n this column. Letters will 
be selected, published, and 
addressed as the editor sees 
fit. Send all submissions to 
the Ombudsman, c/o the 
ew York Law School Re-
orter,57Worth Street, NYC, 
10013, or drop off your sub-
mission at the Repmter of-
ice located in the student 
center- the basement of the 
11
€" building. '\\: ' 
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It's O.K. To Stress - You're Not Alone 
By Cristin Flynn 
Preparing for final exams is a bit like preparing 
to meet Jack Kevorkian: You know that the process is 
painful, but once its over, it's really over. Studying for 
finals is an intensely personal experience, and every-
one goes through their own individual traumas dur-
ing this time. It is important to share these events- not 
only for your own peace of mind- but also for the 
entertainment of your friends and classmates. Call it 
decompression, venting, or just plain freaking out; 
regardless of its label, it hits every student at some 
point during the finals' process. When the stress level 
reaches critical mass, however, don't fight it. Remem-
ber nobody could stop Mount Saint Helens from 
exploding, but afterwards life returned to normal. 
Last year a fellow first year related the following 
story to me. After a long day of studying for Torts and 
Civ. Pro., two exams that can push the most mellow of 
people over the edge, she finally got into bed around 
1:30 a.m. Her boyfriend, sleeping innocently beside 
her, was in a deep trance oblivious to the tense body 
crawling in next to him. As he tossed and turned she 
became enraged at his movements until finally she 
stood up in the bed, ripped off all the covers, and 
screamed, "If you don't stop moving, I swear to God, 
I'll kill you!" Quickly awakened from his deep sleep, 
the unexpecting boyfriend asked, "Do you feel better 
now?" "Yes, much," she replied and finally fell asleep. 
If this seems extreme to you now, it's only be-
cause you have not gone through finals yet. Do your 
Continued from page 1 
a social hour, but a valuable asset in your preparation 
for finals. You should get people you know won't say 
things like, "that's the dumbest thing I've ever heard" 
or "what question are you trying to answer?" Some-
one who can take criticism of his or her work is the 
obvious choice. One great thing to do with study 
groups is actually take timed exams and exchange 
answers with the people in your group (and yes, you 
should all get copies of your professors' old exams 
and take them). This will give you a feel for time 
pressure and open your mind to alternative approaches 
to analyzing a factpattem. I have also found it helpful 
to sit around with a small study group and go through 
short answer and/ or multiple choice questions in an 
Emmanuel or other study guide. Basically, it requires 
a reader and a couple of listeners who sit around and 
try to reach a conclusion (it doesn't have to be the same 
one). 
friends and family a favor: Before you begin finals, 
call home and warn your loved ones. Tell them, "I 
would like to take a minute to tell you that I am about 
to undergo a transformation. I am no longer going to 
be the supportive and caring family member you 
know and love. I am about to begin finals, and so this 
is your warning. Do not call me, do not write to me, 
don't even send me smoke signals. I am g~ing to be in 
hell, and I don't want visitors." That way, anyone 
who is crazy enough to stop by for a relaxing cup of 
coffee and instead gets their head bitten off will have 
reasonable notice. If you're studying for Civ Pro, you 
will remember that notice, like presence or subject 
matter jurisdiction, is an absolute must. 
If you follow my advice you may be able to 
avoid what happened to another friend of mine. 
During exams his mother sent him a big box of candy 
and sweets to snack on, a common gesture when you 
feel there is absolutely nothing you can do while 
someone you love is suffering unbelievably. In a 
stress fit (or was that sugar high), the student called 
her up and screamed, "Why are you sending me all 
this sugar? You know that I am already tense! What 
are you trying to do to me?" Of course, what she is 
trying to do is what anyone forced to witness some-
one they care about suffer would do: try to make life 
easier. What is to be remembered by the law student 
is that your suffering also effects friends, family, 
loved ones, and fellow classmates. So be kind. It's not 
their fault you decided to go to law school. 
For open book exams and rule-intensive classes 
such as Civil Procedure, it is wise to be able to locate 
your material fast. This requires some creativity on 
your part. Develop a map for your material. I saw one 
outline that wasn't too long that had a table of con-
tents so the person could just flip to the rule of law 
when he needed it. He did very well on that Suave. 
Pro. exam. Of course this is not the only way to do it, 
because some people respond better to tabs in their 
books or colored markers on their outlines. 
Please be aware that you are human and require 
more than just a book to survive. Exercise will take the 
edge off, good company for a couple hours during 
finals doesn't hurt either, and often will help you 
overcome those diminishing marginal returns that 
comes from studying for twelve hours straight. For 
example, I had a roommate last year that didn't do 
Another thing to keep in mind is to approach 
studying with other law students cautiously. Re-
member that we are all going through the same 
stresses, and so anyone who tends to make you crazy 
during the semester will cause you to throw an entire 
box of Property flash cards at them and scream, 
"WhatdifferencedoesitmakewhoownedGreenacre? 
If you had gone to class, I wouldn't have had to 
explain it 80 times!" Friends can also become enemies 
once the competitive juices start flowing. If you use 
the school's computers when typing outlines, tum 
the machine off when you're done. Otherwise, the 
information is fair game on the hard drive, and your 
hard work becomes somebody else's outline. Fright-
ening, but true. 
In the end, it's important to remember as we 
enter the home stretch that the holidays are upon us. 
This is the season of giving, and kindness toward all. 
The two lions standing guard in front of the New 
York Public Library are a good reminder to us why 
we should remember to stop and appreciate all that 
we have. Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia named them 
Patience and Fortitude because he felt that New 
Yorkers were lacking in those values. Well, the next 
time you're on 5th Avenue, remember them. Finals 
are important, but they are a lot easier to deal with 
knowing Patience and Fortitude are around. 
I 
anything but study sixteen hours a day. You could 
literally feel an aura of stress around him that would 
just repel most intelligent creatures. The moral of the 
story is that nobody likes a stressed-out ''high-toned 
son-of-a-..... !" The day of the exam will produce anxi-
ety, but deep-breathing and a healthy "I'm just going 
to do the best I can attitude" will get most of you 
through. · · 
The last thing that I must emphasize is try to be 
as clear as possible when you write. In other words 
don't be long-winded like this article an4 ramble on 
for so long when I could have just wrote: Keep your 
outlines as short as possible, focus on the applicable 
rules and analysis in your study groups, and I 
don't stress out! ... 
Question of the Month 
By Ben Shatzky and Chris McGee 
The other day I was in the grocery store, and I came across a can of W-D 40. I looked at the label, and on the can were numerous suggested uses for it. What 
started out as a mere lubricant, has quickly become a panacea for the problems of modem day man. Ben and I happen to agree that this is one of the best inventions 
ever made. We also thought of squeeze cheese, wrinkle-free pants, and the human thumb. We were curious as to what our fellow students would say when asked 
wh?t the best thing ever invented is, and that is this edition of the question of the month. 
,. 
Peter Lagoni/cos 1L 
"Music" 
Jaci Pickens 1L 
"Disco" 
David Drossman 1 L 
"The Jersey Turnpike" 
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Deborah Meyer 1L 
"Thigh-Master" 
Erik Levin 1 L 
"ESPN' s SportsCenter" 
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Alum Rembered: From Immigrant To Judge 
September 15th through October 15th marked the 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month in New 
York City. This tribute was not available in time to 
meet the deadline for the October issue of The 
Reporter. However, we considered it important 
enough to be printed in this December issue to 
honor the struggle of all immigrant groups in this 
country, and the pioneers who made the struggle of 
future generations a little easier. 
Betty Rodriguez 
Lal.SA President 
[1nis speech was originally delivered by Frank Torres, 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, 
Bronx County, on September 28, 1995 at the Installation 
Ceremony of the Officers of the Association of Hispanic 
Judges. It is being reprinted in The Rewrter with the 
permission of the Honorable Frank Torres.] 
It is appropriate that at his evening's Installation 
Ceremony of the Officers of the Association of His-
panic Judges, we pause to honor the memory of a 
distinguishedlawyerandjurist,thelateEmilioNunez, 
who passed away this July 6, at the age of 91. Having 
had the privilege to know, campaign with, and litigate 
before Judge Nunez while he was on the bench, it is a 
privilege to participate in this tribute to his memory. 
Like countless millions before him, who have en-
riched this country with their presence, Emilio Nunez 
lived theclassicAmericanimmigrantstory,and blazed 
the trail for the many Hispanic-Americans who fol-
lowed him into the ranks of the New York State 
Judiciary. 
Born in Bilboa, Spain where he worked as shep-
herd and received little, if any, formal education, he 
came to this country at the of 11, lured by the promise 
of a better life, greater opportunity and happiness. At 
the sunset of Emilio Nunez's illustrious career, he had 
earned a place that no other Hispanic before him had 
ever achieved: he had become the first Hispanic judge 
in the history of New York. 
Emilio was educated in the public school system 
in Bridgeport, Connecticut. Upon graduation from 
high school, and having neither the time nor the 
money to attend college, he worked during the day as 
a Spanish interpreter in the courts, and attended New 
York Law School at night. 
His struggle typified the fight for a better life: he 
knew that education was the key to advancement. 
There were no government insured loans in those 
days. Emilio Nunez did not have the networking 
opportunities, and the climate of support that we 
have today. Success and achievement depended on 
raw determination and persistence. His graduation 
from New York Law School, and admission to the Bar 
in 1929 reflect the character and strength of will that 
would typify his life and carry him to unique heights 
of personal achievement. 
His intelligence, manner, grace and dedication 
contributed to his early success in his chosen career. 
At first, he worked for an established older, private 
practitioner until he felt confident to go out on his 
own. When he did, he pursued a practice centered 
around Hispanic interests. Not only was he counsel 
for many South American governments, including 
Colombia, Panama, Peru and Chile, but he served as 
General Counsel for the Spanish government as well 
as for Spanish officials and business interests. Emilio 
also counseled La Prensa. the New York daily Span-
ish newspaper that preceded El Djario. His involve-
ment in the political life of our city led to his appoint-
ment, in 1951, to the Magistrates' Court by former 
Mayor Impellitteri, and, there.after, in 1952 to the 
Court of Special Sessions, a trial court similar to our 
Criminal Court today. In 1956, he was appointed by 
Governor Averell Harriman as a Judge of The City 
Court, and later that year was elected to a full ten year · 
te.rm. 
The year 1961 presented a milestone in Judge 
Nunez's life. A reform movement had started against 
the Tammany Hall slate of the candidates for the 
Supreme Court and he was asked to be one of the 
independent candidates to run against them. It was a 
tremendous risk for him, especially because at the 
time, there were no politically elected or appointed 
Hispanic officials. Going against his instincts for 
survival, and knowing that running against the then 
"powers-that-be" might mean the end of any hope of 
judicial advancement, or reappointment, Judge Nunez 
fearlessly took the gamble and agreed to run. As a 
judge, he felt he had the obligation to take a stand 
against what he perceived as "political corruption"-
regardless of the price. Well, he lost. But his loss 
became a victory because it did not put an end to his 
career. 
One year later, after the Tammany Hall leaders 
were overthrown, Judge Nui'lez was again nomi-
nated for the Supreme Court. This time he was elected. 
Some time later in 1968, Judge Nunez was appointed 
by Governor Nelson A. Rockefeller as a Justice of the 
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, First De-
partment, thereby becoming the first Hispanic to 
achieve this recognition. By now Judge Nunez had a 
formidable record of "firsts": he was the first His-
panic to be appointed to the Magistrates' Court and 
the Court of Special Sessions, the first to be appointed 
Italian • American• Spanish 
to the City Court and the 
first to be elected to the 
Supreme Court, and to 
the Appellate Division. 
He was also the only 
Hispanic judge to serve 
consecutive terms on 
these courts. 
Superb Drinks 
Stylish Drinks 
Daily Specials 
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Private Catering 
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We do Parties 
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In the midst of all 
of his success and 
achievement, Emilio 
Nunez internalized his 
original language and 
culture, and never for-
got where he came from, 
whohewas,and the val-
ues he represented. He 
saw his personal 
struggle as just a small 
part in the greater 
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struggle of Hispanic-Americans to achieve a more 
prominent role in society. He made himself available 
to all Hispanics, regardless of ethnicity, background, 
or country of origin, as a cooperative participant in the 
effort to integrate and pursue the American dream. 
One recollection that vividly comes to mind 
when I reflect on the kind of person that Emilio Nunez 
was, is the day that he and I marched together in the 
first Puerto Rican Day Parade some 35 to 40 years ago. 
It was raining that day, as we marched along Fifth 
Avenue from 86th Street to 110th Street, but Emilio 
seemed oblivious to the weather. He was there, proudly 
marching in the front row, alongside another distin-
guished lawyer, Felipe N. Torres, not as a Spaniard or 
even as a Puerto Rican, but simply as a Hispanic 
reaffirming and embracing his cultural heritage. 
Judge Nunez was also actively involved in the 
affairs of New York City's Hispanic legal community. 
He was a founding member of both the Puerto Rican 
Bar Association and the AssociationofHispanicJudges, 
the two organizations hosting tonight's ceremony. 
Active in community affairs, he was president of 
several civic organizations devoted to the welfare of 
Hispanics in New York City. He was vice-chairman of 
the Citizens' Commission on the Future of the City 
University, chaired by former Mayor Wagner. 
His pioneering spirit and outstanding leader-
ship have been recognized by organizations from 
which he has received many coveted awards. Among 
them are the New York State Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, The Association of the Bar of the City of New 
York, The Queens County Bar Association, The New 
York County Lawyers Association, New York Law 
School, and the Puerto Rican Bar Association which 
established an award in his name. 
Judge Nunez also never forgot the most essen-
tial and basic institution of Hispanic culture, "La 
Familia"-"The Family." He was married to~armina 
Garcia for more than 60 years, six times the length of 
the average marriage today. During their long and 
happy union, they were blessed with 3 children, 
Carmina, Robert, and Richard. The addition of 5 grand-
children and later, 6 great-grandchildren brought joy 
and light to his later years. His life personified not 
only that of a respected member of the Hispanic legal 
community but also that of a dedicated family man, 
husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather. 
As we pay tribute to his memory today, we must 
appreciate his example as that of a role model to 
Hispanics struggling along the difficult career that we 
have chosen. To those of us who continue to labor in 
this profession as beneficiaries of his courage, Emilio 
Nunez's achievements reflect the deed of a unique 
talent, fearlessly challenging the de facto exclusion he 
faced. Judge Nunez's success opened the door and 
encouraged us to follow into the full participation in 
the American justice system. 
This evening I urge all Hispanic members of the 
New York Judiciary to follow the example of the late 
Judge Emilio Nunez: be brave in your struggle to 
advance, never forget who you are or where you came 
from, always do everything with determination, cour-
age, and persistence. 
Haydee Corea, Fordham University School of Law 
Class of 1997, assisted in the preparation of this 
speech. 
Continued from page 1 
once again having tryouts which are being held in mid-
December and this time 12 members will be chosen. It 
must be noted that last year no women tried out for the 
team; however women are encouraged to try out and 
those who do not succeed should remember that they 
are invited to try out for the Women's Division as well. 
'This year Dodd Rusty Terry, who played in the 
league the past two years, will be the coach/ captain of 
the team. Terry played as a guard for the 1989-90 
University of Rochester basketball team which cap-
tured the Division ill National Championship that year. 
Terry also played for the St. Anthony's High School 
1987-88 championship team which also featured Bobby 
Hurley, Terry Deher and Jerry Walker. 
Although the team remains faithful to the league 
by competing every year, the student body has not been 
as faithful to the team. There are very few New York 
Law School students who turn out to see the games. In 
contrast other schools such as Brooklyn Law, Fordham 
and Cardozoo always have a good turn out. Neverthe-
less, the SBA has been very supportive of the team this 
year. Recently the SBA approved a $925 budget for the 
team. Although a handful of students questioned the 
amount, the SBA had sound reasons for approving he 
budget. These include: 1) the $925 only covers the 
entrance fee, which is the same price all other schools in 
the league pay, and it is the league that pays for the 
uniforms; 2) by participating, students may develop 
connections with professionals in the field; and 3) hav-
ing such a team helps boost morale in the school. 
The NYLS Basketball Association is making an 
effort to once again put out an excellent team that the 
entire school can enjoy. Therefore, the Association en-
courages students to come see the games or try out for 
the team. The season starts at the end of December and 
ends in March. Don't miss out on the fun. 
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Peace Process Will Continue 
By Greg Black 
Nearly 100 NYLS students gathered in the 
Ernst Stiefel Reading Room on November 16 to 
honor the death of Israel's Prime Minister Yitzak 
Rabin and learn where the Middle East peace pro-
cess goes from here. 
The panel which was co-sponsored by the 
Jewish Law Students Association and the Journal of 
International and Comparative Law, featured two 
prominent MiddleEastexperts from Israel and Egypt, 
who emphasized their confidence in the peace pro-
cess and in the leadership of Shimon Peres, who 
succeeded Rabin as Israel's Prime Minister. 
Egyptian diplomat Elsayed Zaki Ali Ibrahim is 
currently the Counsellor of the Permanent Mission 
of Egypt to the United Nations as well as the head of 
the Egyptian Press Office. His last position was as 
the Chief of Staff for the Office of the Chairman of the 
State Information Service. Mr. Ibrahim passionately 
expressed his optimism that the Middle Eastern 
peace process will continue to be strengthened and 
stabilized. He feels that the assassination will not 
produce its desired result, and that it will actually 
"embolden the drive for peace." 
Mr. Ibrahim also briefly discussed the type of 
leader that Yitzak Rabin was, calling him "a great 
warrior." He noted that Rabin had accomplished in 
death what he could not do in life: Bring together the 
Israeli people, even if only for a moment. 
Finally, Mr. Ibrahim discussed Egypt's role 
within the entire process. He explained that Egypt's 
most important diplomatic goal during times of 
peace is preventive. This can only be accomplished by 
"identifying issues before they become problems and 
identifying problems before they become a crisis." He 
also stressed economic development and more pro-
ductive uses of resources. While acknowledging 
Egypt's internal struggles with religious extremists 
and precarious position among the Arab world, Mr. 
,Ibrahim reiterated his country's commitment to other 
countries to join the process. "(Egypt) will not try to 
force anyone's hand, but they will keep reminding 
those of what s till needs to be done," he told students. 
Mr. Ephraim Ben-Matityahu, who is the Consul 
for Academic Affairs in the United States and the 
Consulate General of Israel, gave an extremely emo-
tional speech and shared Mr. Ibrahim's confidence 
that the peace process will be carried on. He feels that 
the former Secretary of Foreign Affairs and new Prime 
Minister of Israel, Shimon Peres, is highly qualified to 
carry on the peace process, since he is one of its key 
architects. 
Mr. Ben-Matityahu spoke about the peace be-
tween Egypt and Israel, which dates back to the 1979 
Camp David Peace Accord. He also spoke about how 
the assassination has effected the Middle East and the 
entire world, and how the next rational move is the 
continuation of the peace process. He expressed con-
fidence that even if the Likud Party comes to power 
the peace process will not falter. It was the Likud Party 
who first drafted the guidelines for peace with the 
Palestinians, he reminded students. The plan was part 
of the Camp David Accord. 
Continued on page 18 
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New York Law School Reporter 
. Letters to the Editor · · · • · . · · , . : , . 
Dear Editor: 
I hop"' whoever wrote the letter about Professor 
Strossen and me gets his or her facts more accurate 
when he or she begins to practice law, or else that 
person may need one of us to represent him or her. I 
never, ever miss classes and am rarely away from 
Harvard Law School Indeed, as of this date, I have not 
taken a single trip out of town dwing this entire 
semester. That having been said, I am honored to be 
put in the same company as Professor Strossen. 
Sincerely, 
Alan M. Dershowitz 
Felix Frankfurter Professor of Law 
African American and Aware of America's History 
By Valerie Armstrong-Barrows 
Last month's issue of the reporter ran an article 
written by a lL, Dave Drossman, entitled "Titles, Do 
They Divide or Unite?." Due to the intense lack of 
knowledge of American history, legal analysis, rea-
soning and common sense evident in this piece, I 
found it necessary to address the bald and irrational 
statements. 
From the first paragraph through the last, there 
was an attempt to distort American history or to view 
it through extremely, rose colored glasses. The state-
ment "America, land of the free and the home of the 
brave" was the first misstatement. For over 400 years, 
America was the "home" of millions of tortured, 
victimized, raped, eviscerated African slaves, whom 
had been stripped from many countries within the 
continent. These were the "fortunate" millions that 
lived through the death voyages over the oceans; the 
millions that were not thrown overboard after being 
murdered by starvation, disease, torture and inhu-
mane cruelty. These people did not see America as 
their home; they were far from free; and how brave is 
one who rapes a child, who brands a man as his 
property,andwhosellschildrentoincreasehiswealth? 
Mr. Drossman stated a belief in the American 
system of economy, freedom, and justice. However, 
Americanhistorydoesnotpresentsucharosypicture. 
His conclusion that America's system does not work 
for minorities is both over- and under inclusive. 
America's economy does not just hurt minorities, but 
it also hurts the working class, women, the unem-
ployed,homeless, seasonal workers, independent stu-
dents, and several others who do not fit into any 
particular group. And of course, some minorities have 
been able to create very successful lives in America. 
The assertion that the racial problems in our 
country stem from "fundamental" divisions between 
the races and ethnic groups, indicate that this, in fact, 
was an intentional result. Fundamental is defined in 
Webster's Third New International Dictionary921 (3d 
ed. 1986) as" 1: producing, supporting, regulating, or 
conditioning something (as a development or sys-
tem): basic, underlying .... " Therefore, Mr. Drossman 
recognizes that the racial divisions in America were 
purposely developed to establish this system of rac-
ism. Since American history teaches us that the mi-
norities in this country were not in political power, it 
would be impossible to imply that the African Ameri-
can was responsible for creating, or expanding on the 
existing system of racial division. 
America was not founded on the principle that 
"many diverse peoples (sic] could live together peace-
fully." America was founded on the search for reli-
gious freedom for a particular group of English people, 
t , ·' ...:• J I ♦ • ,- , ~ ,.. 
based on strict, conservative rules made by men only. 
There was no diversity. Diversity came in the form of 
prisoners sent to America to work as servants; Ab-
origines who were here before the English arrived; 
and the African slaves brought as property. We have 
only to pull out any history book, or even a Property 
Law book in order to identify how diverse people 
were treated. 
My use of the term African American does not 
serve to divide. Instead,it is my choice of terminology 
connecting me to my heritage. All Americans recog-
nize with pride their connection to the country their 
ancestors came from. I have been denied that ability, 
because I do not know what country I came from. 
Africa is a "continent" encompassing several coun-
tries. Due to the mass attempts at annihilation of the 
African race, we have lost our ability to feel pride in an 
ancestral country. So I must cling to an entire conti-
nent. 
Furthermore, since everybody else has chosen to 
define me as "Nigger", "Colored", "Black", and 
"Gigaboo", why should I not have the right to choose 
my name; to choose to define myself? And when I 
choose my name, do not conclude that I do not accept 
America as my country. I am here. This is where my 
immediate family roots are entwined - in American 
history. And it is my job to contribute to the elimina-
tion of any racism. 
For you see, I live it everyday. Not just after the 
O.J. verdict. 
Dear Editor(s): 
My name is Marc William Pepe and I am a first 
year student/ senator at New York Law Schoo]. The 
main reason that I am writing is because of two recent 
articles written by Dave Drossman. 
The first article was about how the Student Bar 
Association (SBA) does nothing else but allocate 
money for beer that it consumes in large quantities at 
all their meetings. I happen to have a great sense of 
humor, yet I foWld this article disturbing. I see he was 
trying to be humorous, but the article was not based 
on any facts. If Mr. Drossman had actually attended 
a SBA meeting and then wanted to write an article 
about the happenings that went on, I would have had 
no qualms about it. However, he did not do so to my 
knowledge. 
Therefore, to write an article about the SBA, 
when he has no facts to base it on is absurd. 
The second article was about hyphenated-
Americans that are " ... adding fuel to the fire of rac-
ism ... " I give Mr. Drossman credit on his prose, but I 
think that again his article lacked fact and substance. 
Why should an Italian-American, African-
American, or Irish-American not be allowed to call 
themselves same? According to Mr. Drossman, these 
titles divide, rather then unite us. Myself, and many 
s tudents at the school, found this to be extremely 
offensive. I am proud to be Italian, and because I live 
in America, I am also an American. I am therefore an 
Italian-American. My ancestors are not American, 
they are Italian. 
Mr. Drossman correctly states that America is a 
melting pot. However, this pot does not mel t us into 
one culture. This metaphor is symbolic of how many 
different cultures and peoples are living in America. 
These cultures and peoples do not melt into Ameri-
cans, they instead simmer with the other cultures. If 
everyone in America werejustAmericans, there would 
beno melting pot. America is a great country because 
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we have so many diverse groups from all over the 
world living here. 
Getting back to his lack of substance, Mr. 
Drossman says that there is a racial divide in America. 
Is there? Well, thank him for me, if I didn't read his 
ar ticle I would have never have known this. I got the 
impression that he thinks that all the blacks in America 
are African-American. If this is the case, I suggest he 
take his graduation gift that he uses to write these 
articles and put it back in the box it came in. 
Just because someone is black, it does not auto-
matically make them African. We have Haitian-Ameri-
cans, and native Haitians. We have Caribbean-Ameri-
cans, and native Caribbean's. We have Jamaican-
Americans, and native Jamaicans. They are all living 
in America. These different ethnic groups are not 
hyphenating their names to cause racial divides, they 
are hyphenating their names so they can identify 
themselves. They are proud to be what they are, and 
if someone thinks that this is causing a divide, that 
someone should take a step back and examine them-
selves. For it is they who are creating the divide by 
saying that hyphenated names are a catalyst to racial 
tension in America. 
Each individual has a right to call themselves 
. and identify themselves whatever they like. Just be-
cause these individuals are living in America, does not 
mean they should have to forget who and what they 
really are. 
In conclusion, please make every attempt to see 
that the quality of your paper improves so that myself 
and other students can read it and enjoy it without 
having to get this upset. 
Thank you for your time. 
Sincerely, 
Marc William Pepe 
Dear Editor: 
This letter is written in response to the myopic 
article written by Dave Drossman, entitled Titles, Do 
The;y Divide or Unite? It is frightening to think that 
law students analyze issues as shallowly as Mr. 
Drossman analyzed the title African-American. I hope 
my letter educates him and makes him realize that he 
must look before he leaps. 
His first mistake is that he infers that other 
citizens do not refer to themselves with a title similar 
to African-American and that such a title suggests 
allegiance to another coWltry. Technically he is cor-
rect, because if you ask other citizens from strong 
ethnic backgrounds, they will readily tell you that " 
I'm Italian", "I'm Jewish", "I'mPolish" or'TmGreek". 
I think using the term African-American would sug-
gest more of an allegiance to America than the naked 
titles previously mentioned. Also, Mr. Drossman must 
be ignorant of, or must have forgotten the unique 
history of African-Americans. We were never in-
tended to be citizens and were legally thought ofas 3 / 
5th of a man. Additionally, he must have forgotten 
that the founding fathers such as George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson were slave-holders and treated 
the Africans like livestock. 
African-Americans have been named by other 
people throughout the American experience. We have 
been called Nigger, Colored, Black, and when we 
finally define ourselves by an accurate term such as 
African-American, Mr. Drossman complains. To limit 
ourselves to the term American would be to limit 
Continued on page 9 
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ourselves to a legacy of slavery, torture, rape and 
beatings, instead of the ancient legacy of Africa. He 
must understand that when the Africans were brought 
to this land the slavers separated them in order to 
totally wipe out their culture and identity. If two 
slaves spoke the same language they were separated, 
slaves were pWlished if they practiced their religion, 
children were sold away from their mothers, husband 
were sold away from their family's, Africans were not 
allowed to gather in groups and a host of other tech-
niques were employed to wipe out their identity as a 
people. Also, the title African-American is not as 
accurate a title as Italian, Jewish, or Greek. Africa is a 
continent while the others titles are derived from the 
countries of European continent. Our sense of where 
we were from was so annihilated that we, as opposed 
to other groups, must cling to an entire continent 
because we were stripped of the knowledge of where 
we came from. Mr. Drossman says that people may 
think that he is reading to much into the phrase 
African-American. Conversely, I think he is reading 
too little into the term and that he needs to read and 
analyze in more depth, and more carefully before he 
writes uninformed articles. 
The second glaring mistake is his statement, 
"The more we define each other like this, the less we 
will understand other people." Hew as referring to the 
title of African-American. Correct me if I'm wrong Mr. 
Drossman, but I thought defining something brought 
about a deeper understanding of it. The American 
Heritage Dictionary's definition of define is 1) To state 
the precise meaning of a word, To describe the nature 
or basic qualities of; 2) explain:, 3) To delineate the 
outline or form of:, 4) To specify distinctly:, 5.) To 
serve to distinguish. I think defining people gives one 
a better W\derstanding of people and how to relate to 
them. For example, an employer should not ask Jews 
to work overtime on Saturday and offer him a pork 
chops for dinner or ask a Sikh to cut his hair to conform 
to company policy. Definition brings understanding 
and understanding of people can bring the races closer 
together. 
Lastly, Mr. Drossman's idea of America as a 
melting pot is foolishly sentimental and outdated. If 
he has an imagination he would realize that things 
that are melted in a pot look the same. If you take 
black, white, yellow, and red and melt them in a pot 
the resulting color is homogeneous and lacks diver-
sity. The melting pot works better for people of Euro-
pean stock than for people from Africa or Asia. America 
is better called a "tossed salad." The beautiful orange 
carrot, sits on the lovely green bed of lettuce. The crisp 
white onion is next to the bright red tomato. All of the 
b~autiful colors side by side forming a beautiful peace-
ful mosaic. The "tossed salad" is more realistic for 
America. How boring New York would be without 
Chinatown, Little Italy, or Harlem Week. Beautiful 
ethnic areas with diverse foods, smells and sounds. 
How beautiful and exciting is the "tossed salad" con-
cept of America and how dull the melting pot. 
Mr. Drossman, think before you let ignorance 
flow out of your mouth. Understand and appreciate 
other people and their experiences, then you will help 
America become a better place. 
Very Truly Yours 
James White, Former vice-president of BLSA 
Understanding Who I am: 
An African American Mother 
by Valerie Armstrong-Barrows 
· ·_ Letters to the Editor 
Do I not breathe air? 
Do I not run; walk; stand? 
Do I not bleed red 
when you cut my hand? 
Do I not delight in the smile 
of my child? 
Do I not wonder if his strength will endure 
his trials? 
Do 1 not teach my man-child 
to be strong - mentally and physically? 
Do I not worry when he forgets and leaves his 
I.D. at home? 
Do I not brag about his A in Mathematics? 
even when another's B earns the teacher's 
praise. 
Do I not support his decision to accept the 
academic merit-based scholarship; 
while he tries to convince other students that 
it was not the result of an affirmative action program? 
Do I not fit the qualifications; 
now that you have seen my appearance? 
Then why do you judge me by my name? 
Then how can you tell me how to define myself? 
Live my life. 
Feel my fears for my man-child. 
Then tell me again about this "title - African 
American- that divides. 
Divides? No! It wants you to understand me. 
No! It wants to give you 
the ability to understand me. 
African American -
Mother. 
African 
American 
Mother. 
Copyright protected © 
1995 
'Don't Judge Me' 
by Dave Drossman 
My worst fears are being 
confirmed in the responses to 
my article; Titles. Do They Di-
vide or Unite? The people writ-
ing these emotional, biting 
pieces have lost faith in America. 
They believe that fundamental 
American ideas like a melting 
pot are outdated and narrow-
minded. This is a result of the 
brainwashing of the mass-me-
dia, liberals, and the radical left-
wing groups. Our country is 
still the best the world has ever 
seen in promoting liberty, equal-
ity, and freedom. A better ap-
preciation of the Wlique and ex-
citing aspects of our country 
would help us all find common 
ground. 
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The answer to all of these questions is obvi-
ously no. People can get along without resorting to 
inferences emphasizing dissimilarity, or rejecting all 
that America stands for. Weare all here to learn about 
our system and how to make it work better for the 
country as a whole. The people responding to my 
article have taken my views of how people should 
refer to each other in speech, and interpreted them to 
be my feelings about people. It may sound "out-
dated," but I still believe that everybody can live 
peacefully under one flag, and that all men and 
women are created equal. 
Editor's note: Due to the response to Mr. 
Drossman's article we have decided to 
reprint the entire article on page 19. 
Dear Editor, 
I would like to take credit for the Mendik 
Library and for much of the other renovations of our 
beautiful physical plant, but alas, I cannot. When the 
planning and bulk of the renovations occurred, I was 
a member of the Board of Trustees. James Simon was 
the Dean. Accordingly, the credit you give to me 
belongs to him. The physical conditions you report 
accurately describe New York Law School when I 
was the Harlan Visiting Professor and subsequently 
a Board Member. 
Sincerely, 
9,{_am Pfiwng 
.9tu.tlien.tic 'Vietnamese !l(estu.rant 
'Iak;f. Out Afenu 
19 Ylvenue of .9tmeri.cas 
'J{f.w 'Yor~ 'li'Y- 10013 
'Te£: 212 - 431-7715 
Is it a racist view to believe 
that we can all get along in this 
country as Americans? Have 
people lost their sense of justice 
and equality? Is our generation 
of Americans really so cynical 
and closed-minded? 
* 10% off for Stu.aents Luncfi. ana 'Dinner 
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Congratulates our 
West-Fest Winners! 
Christopher Berger 
Lisa Bowers 
Jon Brien 
Tyrsa Cameron 
Chris Carucci 
Kathleen Donahue 
Michelle Langone 
Laura Mone 
Jessica O'Kane 
· Julia Rivin 
Anthony Ruscayo 
Bruce Schindler 
Barbara Tallon 
P. Terranova 
Sharon Toussaint 
Everyone is a winner with West Bar Review! 
Stop by our table on Monday, ~ovember 20 or next semester to claim your prize. 
Law students can enroll now with a minimum deposit and 
FREEZE the discounted price while saving over $500! 
(Our course is approximately $670 cheaper than our competitor's suggested retail price) 
Good luck on finals and 
"West" Wishes for the holidays! 
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. Point/Counterpoint: Social P~ogram_s 
'From the Right' 
by Dave Drossman 
Overgrown social programs like social security, Medicare, and welfare are 
coming to an end in a few years. They are.slowly being weeded out in a merciful 
end to the bureaucracies that have been shackling American politics and govern-
ment for decades. These socialist agendas mock the foundation that this great 
country was built on. It surely was not bureaucratic government programs like 
welfare, Medicaid, and Medicare. It was also not the big government interference 
in our lives that comes with these "giveaways." The country was built on working 
for what you have. What you put into life is what you get out. 
We, in New York City of all places, should appreciate the capitalist ideals that 
have been lost in this sea of socialism. Look around next time you walk down the 
street. There are immigrants all around us; diverse cultures working together to 
make themselves a better life. The cab drivers, newsstand owners, and deli owners 
of New York are working hard, because they believe they can go as far as their hard 
work will take them. People from practically every country in the world have come 
to this Mecca of freedom and justice to live out this dream. 
This is the new generation of American immigrants. They still believe that 
you can go as far as you want to, as long as you are willing to work for it. They still 
believe in the American dream. It is a concept that has faded to the back of many 
American minds, but these immigrants have fresh views and enthusiasm in our 
nation. Their faith in our system is going to bring themselves and their children 
success. 
Overexposure to the hardships of others and dealing with a multitude of 
their own problems has led many Americans to lose faith in our system. Their 
minds have been clouded by the media, who seek to increase ratings and sales by 
promoting negative headlines. They continuously sell an image of an America past 
its prime. Many Americans are starting to believe in this "downfall," and that 
discouragement is why many have fallen back onto the government for support. 
This has been creating a vicious cycle of dependency that has trapped a generation 
of Americans. And as the cost of living rises, taxes must be raised to cover the 
increases in all of these social programs. 
We must stop feeding the hungry welfare state. It is only growing larger, 
while the pot to draw from is getting smaller. These government programs were 
created in an era long gone to deal with aftermath of severe financial crisis. They 
no longer have a place in our society. As Republicans in Congress are trying to scale 
them down, Democrats like Clinton are frightened of the backlash that could occur 
from the elimination of government social programs. 
Democrats defending these programs are promoting bigger government 
interference in our lives, and are dragging America into bankruptcy at the same 
time. As I am writing this article, the federal government has shut itself down 
because of gridlock on Capitol Hill. The Republican congress is trying to cut 
welfare to balance the budget while Clinton refuses to let go of the outdated social 
agenda. This agenda has been dragging generation after generation into a sea of 
poverty and bureaucracy that is creating a nation of dependents instead of patriots. 
There is still a place for a welfare system in our society. However, only a 
greatly scaled down version will help achieve the goal of the rebirth of the 
American dream. Job training programs and public day care can take the place of 
food stamps, social security, and a host of other welfare programs. Hard work, 
patience, and a little luck will help anyone willing to put out the effort to achieve 
all that this country has to offer. 
'From the Left' 
by Jaci Pickens 
The portrayal of the welfare state, stressing a lack of family values and the 
lazy unemployed, is facade created by the corporate media hoping to take the eye 
of the corporate ball. Politicians are increasingly eager these days to express an 
open dislike for the poor, to the extent they even compare welfare recipients to 
animals. 
Sure, the corporate world wants a decrease in the welfare state. But it is for 
their own personal, selfish reasons. Welfare allows people to remain out of the 
labor market, thereby keeping the labor pool small. This in tum drives up wages, 
which corporations do not want. They want minimal governmental control. But 
a higher welfare state gives the government the upper hand over corporations, 
enforcing them to pay into retirement funds and worker's compensation. 
On one hand, American companies complain that the global market threat-
ens the profits of their companies. However, their complaints that they are forced 
to send our American jobs overseas is just an excuse for wanting to pay lower 
wages and not worry about environmental protection. While big business profits, 
what about those at home who are jobless? Shouldn't the American government 
protect our citizens who are victims of the global economy by providing certain 
programs? 
Speaking globally ... Republicans are continuouslyworking to keep a false 
panic of national security. The Soviet threat is over. Instead of cutting back on 
social programs, why not cut back on national defense? Why are Republicans so 
concerned about protecting our country's children and elderly, yet feel it is a waste 
to invest in their future? Republicans give the Pentagon more money than they 
even ask for, while they insist on cutting social programs by twenty percent. 
According to the Center for Defense Information, the Pentagon is the single 
largestsourceofeconomicwasteinourcountry. The cost ofoneB-2bomberat$2.2 
billion would cover the health-care costs of 1.3 mi.Won Americans. And the 
national security could be secured until the year 2002 with a Pentagon cut of $510 
billion dollars over the next seven years, leaving the Pentagon with a "mere" $175 
billion to play with. But perhaps the most absurd figure that CDI and the Defense 
Monitor quoted was the $14.7 billion unaccounted for; there are no invoices or 
receipts to trace this sum of money spent somewhere in the Pentagon. · 
So the Republicans can go ahead and falsely accuse the blacks and 1,lllWed 
mothers for the welfare and deficit problems in this country, while they insist on 
throwing money into already saturated pot holes. But while you are encouraging 
the immigrants and speaking of their American dreams and hard work, let us not 
forget that our companies lure them into this country with visions of grandeur, 
and then pay them extremely low wages, while Proposition 187 in California 
works to take their medical and educational benefits away. So much for their, and 
our, faith in the system. 
The Reporter encourages all students to 
participate and extends a special invitation 
to interested second years. Elections for 
staff positions will be held shortly, so get 
involved now! 
Don't Forget to Place that Message to your Sweet~eart! 
Deadline for Valentines: January 29! 
SEE PAGE 3 FOR FORM FOR V ALENTINFS 
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Fighting At NYLS: Where's The Professionalism 
By Robert Zakari 
I have heard of the mean streets of new York, but 
I never expected them to lead through the civilized 
halls of New York Law School. Before I lament the 
passing of the days of chivalry and honor, I would like 
to take a testosterone moment and recount a sad and 
unnecessary event which occurred last year. 
It all happened one fateful evening, while I was 
walking to my corporate law class. I had just skimmed 
an article in the Jurist when something in the maga-
zine ticked me off. Instead of throwing the magazine 
on the floor or in a nearby trash can, I just placed it into 
on of the plastic trays stuck on the wall outside the 
Lawyering Skills office in the B building. I was walk-
ing towards the pseudo-express elevator when one of 
my fellow legal scholars began yelling at me to throw 
the magazine in the trash and not put it in the tray. 
Under any circumstances I would have just said "O.K", 
but this guy was so unnecessarily angry and rude, 
that all that came out of my mouth was "Ahh ... No." 
The guy began ranting and raving about how he 
works at the office and he is upset that I have a very 
bad attitude. I generally concurred with his angry 
outburst, but he didn't stop there. He threw the maga-
zine at me and asked me if I wanted to fight. What the 
hell was this? I calmly reminded my angry young 
friend that I graduated high school in 1988 and that I 
was not interested in fighting. As I stepped in to the 
elevator, the angry young man repeated his challenge 
to fight, and as the elevator doors closed, I saw his eyes 
boring holes into my body. 
As a man, I thought I had two options last year: 
One, was to get into a genuine bare knuckle, no holds 
barred, ultimate fighting challenge; or two, walkaway 
as I did. Upon longer reflection, I realize that the later 
choice was the only one. Beyond the philosophical 
reasons for avoiding violence and fighting, there are 
legal, sociological and common sense ones. 
I felt compelled to revisit this sophomoric inci-
dent, because of an equally silly event which took 
place during the first week of November. Apparently, 
an altercation took place between two students which 
necessitated the intervention of other students and a 
faculty member. The details are not important, but 
what fascinates me is that this occurred in a law 
school. Even more importantly, the two students this 
year and the man wishing to fight me last year had all 
completed their first year of law school! 
As far back as I can remember, I was taught that 
fighting was not a solution nor an option to problems 
I had. This wise bit of advice was taught to me by my 
parents, but was instilled at every institution of learn-
ing I attended. The aversion to violence went so far 
that the nuns at my kindergarten forbade us to make 
fake guns out of Legos and we were not allowed to 
pretend to shoot at one another with our fingers. 
Shooting with the finger is more of a visual thing, but 
I think you get the picture. The "no fighting" mantra 
was instilled in me throughout elementary school, 
high school, and even college. Fortunately my mom 
and dad did not subscribe to the "boys will be boys" 
excuse, otherwise my two brothers and I would have 
killed each other before we made it to college. We must 
realize that this is the last time in our lives where a 
fight may only cost us a suspension or disciplinary 
action from our school. Once we graduate, fighting 
can get very expensive. Hopefully we will have jobs so 
our wages can be garnished. Imagine this, fighting can 
even cost us the right to practice law. It would seem 
that after more than twenty years of "no fighting," 
people would, have the common sense to choose other 
methods ofresolving their problems. Hey, who neep.s 
common sense, when most of us are blessed with two 
fists? 
Here is another important reason for not fight-
ing. We are supposed to be professionals. How can 
anyone, let alone U.S. News & World Report, take us 
seriously, when we have brawls occurring in the 
hallways. I would"love to see the U.S. News & World 
Report reporter walking through the halls and wit-
nessing a scenes out of "Blood Sport" taking place in 
the Stiefel Reading Room. I am not so much concerned 
with the reputation of the people fighting, but rather, 
I am worried about our reputation as a law school. For 
those who think I am exaggerating, one of the wit-
nesses to the November incident happened to be a 
partner at Weil, Gotshal & Manges. I would love to 
hear what he told his buddies at the office the next 
day, maybe something along the lines of: "The stu-
dents at New York Law School aren't very profes-
sional, but they'd be great for the Lawyer's League 
boxing team." Even if an argument does not end up 
in fisticuffs, why are there still people at our law 
school who cuss at and threaten one another? I don't 
think I have to remind anyone that you cannot chal-
lenge a judge or opposing counsel to a fight. I have 
wondered whether these outbursts have something 
to do with thefactthatweareinNewYork. You never 
know, maybe it is our obligation to live up to the 
stupid stereotype that New Yorki>rs are rough and 
violent. Why can't we be civilize.J i1ke people from 
Texas? 
As Lieutenant Columbo always says, "I just 
have one more question." Did these people pass 
Torts and Criminal Law? Do the words assault and 
battery mean anything? (Oops, that's two ques-
tions). Barring self defense, or the other person's 
consent, there is no excuse for striking someone. The 
legal ramifications of pushing one another are prob-
ably not devastating, but if you poke someone's eye 
out, there will definitely be a hefty jury verdict. I 
don't know about you, but any sense of machismo or 
tough-guy attitude went out the window the first 
day I learned about intentional torts. Additionally, 
who needs an assault charge on their record? 
Make Love (responsibly) not War. A timeless 
phrase, which loses all meaning these days where 
sexually transmitted diseases threaten to make war 
seem like a cool alternative. I digress. Although I 
would like to see the world rid itself of all acts of 
violence, my lofty dream will probably always re-
main unattainable. I don't think it is too much to ask, 
however, that W1professional behavior li\;e fighting 
and shouting at one another in law school should be 
avoided. I am too young to remember the sixties, but 
thanks to classic rock, I know that we should all give 
peace a chance. 
© Robert Zakari 11/14/95 
Roving Reporter: Sillokers Get Short End Of Stick 
By Donal O'Buckley 
HOME FOR SMOKERS 
For many smokers the rule of no smoking a New 
York Law School is a drag (no pun intended). This rule 
has forced the addicted, outdoors into the wrath of the 
New York City environment. Titis banishment has 
created problems which are not being addressed by 
the NYLSadministration. Groups of students on Worth 
Street trying to steal a smoke before their next class, all 
the cigarette butts left on the sidewalk, and the gaunt-
let of smoke non-smokers have to go through to and 
from school. 
What the smokers need is an outdoor area where 
they can smoke without intruding on the rights of the 
non-smokers. A place they can stay warm and dry and 
be able to get a quick smoke between classes. The 
solution might be in a future plan for a rooftop garden 
on the library that was presented to the board of 
trustees a few years back. The approximate cost of 
which was $1 million. The school, however, is likely to 
ban the smokers from this area also. 
This rooftop garden has been put on hold for 
now due to lack of funds, the need for improved 
technology has overwhelmed the school's financial 
status. It looks like you or I won't see the garden while 
we're here. Titis being the case, why not build an 
awning so that the roof can at least be used to keep the 
weather off the smokers while money is being saved 
for the rooftop garden. 
I approached Dean Wellington about the sub-
ject and he felt that anything we do to take the burden 
off the smoker may be implied that we condone 
smoking. But to me that attitude says, "if we ignore it 
maybe it'll go away." I am a non-smoker and support 
a non-smoking school, but we should do something 
for these people with an addiction. None of the smok-
ers I know in school look like they're going to quit any 
time soon. We should at least try to minimize the 
burden we place on the smokers, and not just ignore 
them. 
FREE SOFIWARE 
The school recently distributed free software to 
the students on Monday November 20th that will 
allow the student to do everything they do on Lexis in 
the library, at home with a computer and a modem 
except for access to the programs full authority and 
CiteRite. Thisisgreatnewsforthestudentsthatdon't 
live very close to the school and would like to do 
research at home. For those of you that have a com-
puter but only use it for basic word processing, now 
you'll be able to get to use the Inter-net i:Uld e-mail, 
and folio views. But for those of you that don't have 
a home computer, all the computers in the library and 
the student center will have the same programs and 
Inter-net accessibility soon. Everyone, who wants 
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one, will get their own access number with unlimited 
access to Lexis. The cost to the student will be the 
phone call from your home. Titis system does not 
access the school first and then Lexis, it goes to Lexis 
directly. Even though this software package is free for 
the students it's not free for the school. So if you don't 
need the software now, or it doesn't look like you'll 
use it anytime soon, please don't take a copy until 
you're ready for it. You're always welcome to it, but it 
would be a drain on the school's finances if it had to 
pay for software that the students wouldn't use. First 
year students will be able to use all of the software in 
this new package except for access to Lexis. On Janu-
ary 22, 1996, the library will start training classes for 
first years on Westlaw and the classes for Lexis will 
start on January 29. The classes are held daily. All first 
year students. All first year students must attend one 
class in order to receive their identification numbers. 
These classes will only run to February 10th for 
Westlaw and February 17th for Lexis. The sign up 
sheet for these classes will be available in the library on 
January 17th. 
As a supplement to my last article on the com-
puter center, we have a new person in the computer 
center to help the student in their time of need. Her 
name is Nejla Cadet, she's a first year student, and she 
has a great background in computers. So if you're in 
the student center computer room on Fridays 7 
need help, look for Nejla. A 
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Music Is Not About Love, But Legal Concepts 
By Benjamin Gattegno 
It first came to me in early October as I was 
thinking poor Pattrick Glennon. I mean every 
day as I walked into A900 and listened to his sad 
story about his discolored building, Neil Young's 
1970's Rust Never Sleeps kept popping into my 
head. When we were finally told that poor Patrick 
was seeking some sort of Satisfaction, and I kept 
visualizing Mick Jagge.r, I knew it was more than 
a coincidence. Could the enigmatic Stone's clas-
sic which bedeviled adolescents for years really 
be just about a dissatisfied legal client? 
I decided to call on my old friend Max. Max 
was a real Rock and Roller, non-conformist, 
pre-Yuppie and one of the original menefregisti. 
He was DSRR before there was DKNY. 
When I told him about my legal conun-
drum, he seemed hardly surprised. 
"You think your learning something new in 
that high falutin' law school" he chuckled. 
"It's all been about the music for years. 
Remember Carol King in Tapestry, when she 
sang 'Sometimes you win sometimes you lose, but 
most times you chose between the two?' ... " That was 
all about the American court system and settle-
ment". 
I flashed Max a look of doubt I have most 
recently been reserving for my Civil Procedure 
professor. 
"No really" he said. "Take a look at any 
great love song- They're all torts. Broken hearts 
and all. All those ballads with their litinous lam-
entations ... nothing more than complaints and 
pleadings". 
I was beginning to think I made a mistake 
coming to see Max. 
"All of them?" I asked. He could see I was 
confused .. 
"From the best to the worst, from the most 
prodigious to the one-hit-wonders ... " 
I was still puzzled. 
"Look, I'll show you what I mean" he said. 
"Remember Guilty of Love in the First Degree? ...... a 
seminal work." 
"How about Marvin Gaye's "Heard it through 
the grapevine?" 
"Simply cross party pleading." he answered. 
"Even Brian Adams It Cuts Like a Knife- Its 
torts" he continued .. 
I was skeptical. "You mean to tell me that in 
addition to millions of dollars and all those beau-
tiful groupies they have an innate proclivity for 
unders tanding The Law?" 
"Yup. Like they say. There is no justice" Max 
waxed philosophical. 
"Cheese Louise, I have to study twenty hours 
a day. 
"Do you recall Gary Pucket and the Union 
Gap? Not a very PC group by today's stan-
dards ... Remember their big hit was "Young Girl, 
Get Out nf my Mind ... " 
"Some legal scholars believe that Madona's 
song Borderline was about a close decision, but 
that's not a widely held interpretation ... She's an 
intellectual lightweight," Max offered, moving 
on with my musical lesson. 
"Now country- that's real obvious I ts not 
a county song unless there are five elements of 
larceny (Max was trying, though a bit confused 
). Country's all about torts and family law too. 
" I suppose James Taylor when he was sing-
ing 'You've got a friend', he was really singing 
about an amicus curie brief?". 
"Now you've got it," said Max. 
"What about the Beatles?" I was dying to 
see what law Max could distill from the innocent 
Fab Four .. 
"The Beatles" Max intoned "That's serious 
stuff ... They are best, the Supreme Court. the San 
Hedrin ... Remember, our legal system comes 
from the English ... " 
Now I knew I was lost. 
"We Can Work it Out?" 
"ADR settlement" 
"She Came in Through the Bathroom Win-
dow ... ?" 
"Trespass Q uare Clausum Fregit" he said 
glowing. I could see Max was enjoying this. 
"Fool on the Hill?", 
"Scalia, Thomas, or Stewart. .. Take your 
pick .... " 
" I give up" I told him. 
Max advised me to pay more attention to 
musical notes and less attention to case notes. 
Just then he began to look ill. 
"Colon trouble again?" I asked. 
"Yeah, collateral estoppel." he admitted. 
"Well, I've got to go anyway ... Finals, Just 
like the Doors said This is the End" 
I walked away from my friend Max with 
new-found respect for the law.. And an irrevo-
cable promise to listen more to the music. 
"Pick a song of theirs" he ..---------- ---- -------------, 
challenged. 
"Ticket to Ride .. ?." I said. 
"Bill of particulars" shot 
back Max. 
"l Want to Hold Your 
Hand?" ... 
"Song <lbout a man at-
tempting to serve process." 
"Can't Buy Me Love .... ?." 
"Contract without consid-
eration" ... Max was on a roll. 
"Obladi oblada?" 
"That's dicta" he an-
swered, not even flinching. 
"Hide Your Love 
Away ..... ?." 
"Habeas corpus ... " 
"Love Me Twice?" 
"Severable Contracts." 
Frustrated I started to real 
them out faster but Max was 
right there. 
"Let It Be?" 
" A major doctrine. That's 
Stare Decisis". 
"Nowhere Man ... ?." 
"Story about a poor 
schmuck who couldn't find a 
proper forum". {Max's elo-
quence was never going to 
make him a supreme court jus-
tice) 
"Yesterday .. ? .. " 
"Obviously about statute 
of limitations." 
"Help?" 
"Easy, Sixth Amendment 
effective assistance of counsel." 
Max was on a role. 
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Anyone For Dodge Ball? Professors' Invited 
By Chris McGee 
For the past few weeks, there has been a 
weird aura circling our school. There has been a 
stink in the air that reeks worse than the bath-
rooms of an all boys elementary school. At first I 
couldn't quite figure out what it was, but then it 
hit me. It is the fear of final examinations. That's 
right, they are approaching more quickly than 
Mick Jagger's 85th birthday, and everyone is so 
stressed! Students are spending hours reading 
cases, reviewing old outlines, and trying to grasp 
the opaque definitions of new terms like "consid-
eration." 
The other day, I was reminiscing about how 
school used to be so much easier, and I got to 
thinking about recess. And then I got an idea! An 
idea so perfect, a woman's intuition would be 
jealous of it. An idea so amazing, grace would 
sing a song about it An idea so head and shoul-
ders above the rest, Michael Jordan's vertical leap 
would be in awe over it. I'm talking about the best 
way of relieving pre-finals stress since the bubble 
bath. I propose a student/professor dodge- ball 
game! 
Can you imagine ta.ldng a big, red ball, like 
the ones we used to play kick ball with, and 
hurling ·it at our professors? I would love to see 
professors and students running around as fast 
as they can; ducking, jumping, bobbing and div-
ing, trying to avoid the sting that the ball makes 
when it hits you. And who can forget that special 
"ping" sound the ball makes when it viciously 
bounces off of your stomach? I bet some profes-
sors would love to take aim at those students who 
are always spouting off just to hear themselves 
speak. 
In order to successfully complete this, we 
would need a referee. And not just any old Foot 
Locker Employee look- alike in a striped shirt. 
We need to go to an elementary school down 
south somewhere, and find an old, mean gym 
coach. One of those has-been high school football 
players, who wears polyester coaching shorts, 
and has a whistle that he likes to blow when the 
kids get too rowdy. One of those underpaid, over 
weight coaches who would laugh at you if you 
couldn't do any pull-ups. In fact, we could prob-
ably get my old elementary school gym coach, 
mister Clark! 
Wouldn't it be funny seeing Professors and 
students wal.ldng around the day after the game 
with unsightly red marks on their bodies! I bet 
during the game some people would even revert 
back to childhood arguing whether or not they 
were really hit, and screaming for a "do-over." I 
think that we should even have Hit me With 
Your Best Shot playing on loud speakers during 
the contest, so that we could get fired up. Even 
better, we should all drink shots of espresso 
before and during the game, so that we would be 
wired' 
If we wanted to, we could charge admis-
sion, and place the proceeds into a scholarship 
fund for needy students. We could probably 
even start a league, and play other schools in the 
area (if they're not too chicken). I bet if we really 
wanted to, we could hold tryouts, and our select 
team could travel around the country playing the 
best elementary school recess teams. They would 
have the quickness, but we would have the expe-
rience. We would cream those pre-pubescent 
little brats. We could really show them how we 
do things in the big city. We would show no 
mercy! 
Finally, one has to wonder who the wil)ner 
would be if we did have a student/professor 
dodge-ball game. That's right, who would be the 
dodge-ball champion? Wourd we call them the 
almighty of mayhem, the king of ping, the queen 
of ream, or the rodger-dodger? Of course, We 
would have to give them a trophy. I propose that 
we make it a statue of a little kid, being hit with 
a ball right in the crotch. We could name it the 
"Hit or Miss Ping Pain Award," for outstanding 
achievement in the missile arts. 
I know that we will probably never do this, 
but it is really funny to think about. I hope that 
this article made you laugh, and I hope that 
reading this article gave you a well deserved 
break from studying. At very least, I hope that I 
livened up the sour atmosphere at school a little 
bit. Good luck finding an outlet for stress during 
finals, and watch out professors, because we may 
just be lur.ldng around the comer with a big, red 
ball that has your name written all over it! 
Work-A-Day 
January 27, 1996 
Work-A-Day provides law students 
with an opportunity to supplement 
their education with community 
involvement. Some groups may 
participate in law related activities, 
such as Legal Association of Women 
or participate in interactive 
activities, such as the Basketball 
Association giving a basketball clinic 
at a local Boys Club. 
For more information contact your ABA 
representative. 
Article Subtnission Deadline 
for the February Issue -is 
Monday January 29th. 
Subway Rider's Shouldn't Complain About A Quarter 
by Dave Drossman 
Twenty-five cents is a lot of money to people 
struggling to make it. It is an extra $2.50 weekly for 
most daily commuters. In many cases that is a great 
burden on the pocketbook, and that is unfortunate. 
This city is tough, and living here can be hard. How-
ever, what New Yorkers fail to realize is that living 
and traveling in the city is actually a bargain. 
The best subway system in the world is at our 
fingertips for $1.50. We can travel from the tip of the 
Bronx to Coney Island, over 20 miles, ona single $1.50 
token. In the suburbs, the gas alone costs more than 
that. The N. Y.C. subways and buses run twenty-four 
hours a day to almost any point in the city. However, 
renovations, increased security, and better mainte-
nance of the trains and stations has its price. A quarter 
extra is not" too mudL!_o ask. Even with the fare 
increase, the majority of mass transit's operating costs 
is subsidized by the government. New Yorkers do not 
appreciate how cheap it is to live and travel in the city. 
stricted the MTA's increase. In a class-action suit, 
commuters argued that the increase in subway and 
bus fare was unfairly biased towards city passengers, 
because suburban commuters only had a nine percent 
increase, compared to the twenty percent increase for 
city transportation. 
What the plaintiffs in that case fail to realize is 
that the costs of commuting from the suburbs in-
creases every year, while the subway only increases 
every three or four years. As the heavy subsidies keep 
subway and bus fares }ow, costs for suburban com-
muters rises. This is because many suburban commut-
ers have to pay the entire operating cost of the trans-
portation. A weekly suburban bus pass may be raised 
as mush as $10 a year. To drive from New Jersey to 
Brooklyn and back costs $10 in tolls. In addition, 
suburban' s must constantly drive because everything 
is far from home. These trips usually cost a few dollars 
in gas. Adding to this cost insurance payments, main-
tenance, and car repairs, an extra twenty-five cents to 
get where you want to go is not a lot. 
The uproar about the twenty-five cent increase Not only is transportation cheaper ih New York 
was tremendous. In fact, a court order almost re- than anywhere else, living here is also less expensive. 
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Although rents are high in some places, rent con-
trolled and rent stabilized buildings are all over the 
city. Many elderly people are paying the same rent on 
an apartment as they were during World War II. These 
apartments are passed down from generation to gen-
eration. Many buildingsinNew York aresittingempty 
because the owners cannot afford to maintain the 
buildings on such low rents. The city also provides 
free water, sewer, and garbage services. On the other 
hand, suburbanites must pay for all of these services, 
and exorbitant property taxes. There are no huge 
subsidies for transportation, or rent controls in the 
suburbs. 
While the cost of living in suburbia skyrockets, 
New York City has managed to keep these costs under 
control. This lawsuit alleging bias has no foundation, 
as the city has made every possible effort to accommo-
date mass transit travelers at a reasonable cost. New 
Yorkers should appreciate the bargain of riding the 
subway or bus and living here instead of complaining 
about every nickel, dime, and yes ... quarter. 1 
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An A111erican President: Sappy Or Great Cinema 
By Charles Hymowitz 
The American President, Rob 
Reiner's comic holiday gift to daters 
everywhere, is a sensational, fun, politi-
cally savvy movie. The film, obviously 
patterned after the Clinton White House, 
has everything going for it - real chem-
istry between stars Michael Douglas and 
Annette Bening, a strong support cast 
including Martin Sheen and a perfectly 
casted Michael J. Fox, and a well writ-
ten, witty script. 
The story is a simple, timeless Hol-
lywood tale but the angle is new. Boy 
meets cute girl. Boy and girl fall in love. 
Boy and girl are tom apart. Trust me, 
knowing this does not give anything 
away. However, unlike the typical Hol-
lywood plot, Michael Douglas, as An-
drew Shepherd, plays the president of 
the United States and the romance must 
happen in a fishbowl known as Ameri-
can politics. The even newer angle is 
that Michael Douglas is perfectly casted 
in a role so unlike his previous perfor-
mances. President Shepherd is a power-
ful, intensely bright leader. Michael 
Douglas brings out a warm, likable side 
to him, so unlike many of the arrogantly 
forceful characters Douglas usually por-
trays. 
It certainly helps that Annette 
Bening is the hard hitting lobbyist 
Sydney Wade brought in by the envi-
rorunental movement to push a.major 
bill through Congress. Her intelligence, 
warmth, sexiness and beauty make 
Wade all the more believable. The at-
traction between the two characters is 
totally understandable. 
What is particularly interesting is 
how unabashedly this film shows its 
affection for President Clinton and his 
politics. (Full disclosure requires that I 
indicate here that I am a supporter of the 
President). The attempt is to make us 
see how smart, brainy and dedicated 
the occupants of the White House are. 
The film's concerns are also the meat 
and potatoes of the Clinton Adminis-
tration - a crime bill complete with gun 
issues, an environmental bill heavily 
weighted towards environmentalists 
and a President who never served in the 
armed forces yet is called upon to lead 
the forces. Each issue is tackled head on 
and the President always comes out on 
top. 
The support characters echo par-
ticular personalities who have been or 
still are part of the White House staff. 
Michael J. Fox in the George 
Stephanopoulos role of domestic advi-
sor and speech-writer, is perfectly casted 
as the moral center of the film. Martin 
Sheen, chief of staff to President Shep-
herd (readMacMcLarty),isthestalwart 
best friend, political mentor and opera-
tive without whom Shepherd would be 
"the most popular history professor at 
the University of Wisconsin." Even 
Shawna Waldron, who plays President 
Shepherd's 13-year-old daughter has a 
very distinct and favorable resemblance 
toward Chelsea Clinton. 
Would I have enjoyed this film as 
much if I did not share its politics? I 
think so. Nothing beats an adult, witty, 
intelligent boy/ girl movie. Especially 
when one of the leads is having an un-
abashed love affair with the Constitu-
tion. As President Shepherd tells his 
daughter, "Hard to believe, but the Con-
stitution can be exciting stuff." 
RATING KEY 
[1 gavel] Don't be home when this movie comes on TV 
{2 gavels)Be sure to catch it on HBO 
[3 gavels)Definitely rent it 
(4 gaveJs]See it at a matinee or discount movie theater 
{5 gavels]Shell out the $8.00 for a first-rate movie 
By Dave McNulty 
Rob Reiner has directed some ex-
tremely good movies in the past. This is 
Spinal Tap, A Few Good Men, When Harry 
Met Sally, The Princess Bride, the list goes 
on. So it would stand to reason that his 
most recent feature, An American Presi-
dent, would rest comfortably among the 
company of those previous releases. 
With such a wealth of successes behind 
him, a simple romantic comedy about 
thePresidentoftheUnitedStatesshould 
be a walk in the park for a seasoned 
director such as Reiner. 
Don't bet on it. 
Boy meets girl, boy woos girl, boy 
loses girl, boy gives impassioned, off 
the cuff speech about the integrity of the 
American people, boy gets girl back, 
boy and girl live happily together for 
the rest of their lives, blah, blah, blah .... 
Same old story, only this time 'boy' is 
Andy Shepard, widowed President of 
the U.S., and' girl' is Sidney Allen Wade, 
lobbyist for an environmental action 
group. Ultimately, the President finds 
he must choose between his crime bill, 
which he believes must pass for him to 
win re-election, and Wade's environ-
mental proposal. 
The big problem here was, I didn't 
care. Nobody made me care. Nobody 
even asked me to care. Actually, the 
only one who even cared if I cared was 
Michael J. Fox, Chief Administrative 
Aide to the President, played by Michael 
Douglas. Fox is the best thing about the 
movie, simply because he did every-
thing the other actors didn't do. Most of 
the (largely predictable) dialogue came 
without any thought or emotion, sup-
posedly to give us the impression that a 
day in the White House is so busy, no 
one is allowed the luxury of thinking 
before they speak. The result is that I 
didn't believe that the actors believed 
what they were saying. 
Annette Benning, on the other 
hand, had just the opposite problem as 
lobbyist Wade. She cared so much that 
she might as well have had a big neon 
sign bolted to her forehead that said, 
'Tm ACTING!!! WATCH ME 
EMOTE!!!" Of the greatest mis-cast roles 
in history, hers takes the cake. Douglas 
didn't do a bad job, but he was just too 
perfect. Young, handsome, fit, sensitive 
Democratic incumbent, striving for 
those re-election poll figures, always 
perfectly lit in the cheery, regal, can't-
do-no-wrong glamour of the White 
House up against an aging, gray, bald-
ing, cigar-smoking, pot-bellied, truth-
twisting Republican, who we meet in 
darkly paneled rooms filled with fore-
boding and character-bashing. Are you 
getting it? Remember to slouch down in 
your seat so the symbolism won't keep 
whacking you in the head. 
I was kind of looking forward to 
this movie. Most people have given it 
favorable reviews, althoughmostpeople 
like Budwiser, McDonald's, and Steve 
Urkel. If you go, I suggest that you wait 
until you're really tired, drunk, or have 
recently had a frontal lobotomy. Enjoy 
the sap. 
ooos 
ANSWER TO CROSSWORD 
DECEMBER 1995 
lb New York Law School Reporter 
Brad Pitt ... Don't Call Me Chick ... Strossen Rules ... 
By Cardozo & Hughes 
For purposes of making the atmosphere and 
decor more congenial to women at NYLS, we 
propose the following: 
1) Photographs of all female faculty mem-
bers on the walls of the cafeteria. 
2) Busts of Justice Sarah Day O'Connor, 
Justice Ruth Bader Gingsberg, and Hilla ry 
Rod.ham Clinton in Ernst Stiefel Reading Room. 
3) Photographs of all female NYLS students 
on walls of Mendek Library. 
4) Couches in women's rooms 
5) Abolition of the term "girlfriend" in favor 
of "womanfriend," "equalfriend" or companion. 
6) Actor Brad Pitt's home telephone number 
included in orientation packet. 
7) Professor Nadine Strossen's books required 
reading for~ class at NYLS ... 
We've heard rumors that a famous movie star is 
actually enrolled at NYLS. We'll try to check out the 
story next semester. 
For the personal touch, here's your code number 
for finals ... 
Perhaps someone in the school's 
misadministration can tell us why professor 
evaluation forms are handed out with finals. 
Does anyone think we're going to take the evalu-
ations seriously when we are staring at an exam? ... 
When you are correcting our Civ Pro finals, 
Professor Perlin, please remember how much 
our careers are blowing in the wind along High-
way 61... 
Professor, regarding that complicated question 
you have just asked, let us merely quote Justice Reed 
in Erie R. Co. y. Tompkins. 304 U.S. 64: "The line 
between procedural and substantive law is hazy ... " 
Throughout the semester our professors 
have been telling us ad nauseum that Supreme 
Court Justice Antonin Scalia is a "strict construc-
tionist. "Yet Scalia's majority opinion last June 
26, which permitted random drug testing for 
high school athletes, Vernonia School District 47T 
v. Action, serves as one of the greatest acts of 
judicial legislating in American history. We do 
not offer a prima fascist argument but merely 
suggest that Vemonia's logic makes Scalia's long 
journey from limiting actions he dislikes to legis-
lating those he likes a square one, leaving us at 
the end of the semester to quote Judge Fell in 
Berry v. The Borough of Sugar Notch. 43 A 240 
(Pa. 1899), to question Scalia's "strict 
constructjonism: "This argument, while we can-
not deny its ingenuity, strikes us, to say the least, 
as being somewhat sophistical..." 
On a lighter note, some humor from Barbri's 
First Year Survival Manual, "Don' t read law 
cases when you' re feeling tired." Like there's a 
time when we're not feeling tired .. And why are 
we more tired between 9 and 5 than at 2 a.m.? .. 
Doestheeveningdivisionknow somethingwedon't? ... 
Dear Santa, 
What we really .want for Christmas is no 
classes before noon. And p lease, Santa, do not 
give us a train. We've had so many railroad cases 
this semester we sing that old song, "We've been 
working on the railroad all the live long day," in 
our sleep ... 
Dear Grandda ughter, 
It's true that when we were in law school at the 
tum of the 21st century we never once took over the 
Dean's Office. In those days we were mostly con-
cerned with sucking up to the right people and getting 
a job ... 
Ah, the security of formulas and elements of 
the prima fade case to be plugged into the hypos. 
But professor, when you make us wrestle with 
the development and purpose of the elements, 
we feel like you've left us out in the hallway with 
no clothes on ... 
Good God, where did all these books, supple-
ments, notebooks and papers come from that are 
strewn across our desks? How does the professor 
think we have room enough left to take notes? ... 
We guess we better make partner early in our 
careers so we get one of those big comer offices to 
store all this stuff ... 
Ernest Hemingway wrote good and true 
and succinct and organized and logical and ana-
lytical active tense memos early in the morning 
before the legal writing teachers even ordered the 
first of their 24 steaming, dignified, graceful, 
immune-to-pressure cups of coffee that caked 
with the grounds at sunset after the long struggle 
to teach the writing students the correct and 
exhausting and seemingly impossible task of 
framing the question presented. Hemingway 
never wrote passive tense briefs like those wimpy 
Frogs, and Krauts and Limeys, who questioned 
the hard ass style of red, white and blue barris-
ters. Old Hem showed those yellow bellied ger-
und users a thing or two and shot his brains out 
through the thesis paragraph and all the way 
through to the probable conclusion ... 
Since we're on macho stuff, isn't it great that 
Ohio State and Notre Dame each played 42 times 
on national tv this fall, leaving us a lot of time on 
Saturdays to study? And think of the study time 
we gained when the Yankees didn't get to the 
World Series ... 
If a fellow student's oral performance is so 
extraordinary that you don't feel you belong in 
the same classroom, you should: 
a) become a bartender in Key West 
b) take out a contract on the student through 
007 
c) ask for the student's autograph 
d) propose marriage to the student 
The correct answer is c) ask for the 
student's autograph ... 
Isn't law school an emotional rollercoaster? 
One day we think we're really understanding 
our cases and we' re ready to kick back, open a 
brew and begin writing our memoirs. But the 
next day, we mix up the promisor with the prom-
isee and we fall into_ a panic ... 
How exciting that the holiday season has ar-
r ived. We've already strolled along Fifth A venue and 
enjoyed the Christmas decorations. The Rockettes are 
showing off their legs at Radio City Music Hall. The 
New York City Ballet is performing "The Nutcracker" 
at The New York State Theater at Lincoln Center. And 
most exciting of all, we get to rewrite Problem 2 in 
Legal Writing over the vacation. .. 
In wishing you all a happy holiday season, we 
wantto thankyou forindulgingourfreeformthoughts. 
We share our wandering perceptions because we are 
inspired by the experiences we share with each and 
every one of you. 
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For those who have had a great semester, con-
gratulations and keep up the good work 
through finals .... 
For those who have sometimes struggled, let us 
not forget the call of a young president of this century 
who told us that all we have to do will not be accom-. 
plished in the first 100 days, nor in the first 1000. Let us 
remember King Solomon's wisdom who advised us 
that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, nor bread to the wise, nor riches to the intellect, 
nor favor to the skillful, but time and chance in all. 
And allow us also to paraphrase Jesse Jackson and 
urge you tol<EEPYOURHOPESALIVE,I<EEPYOUR 
HOPESAUVE ... 
We end the semester the way we began it, by 
quoting Dean Wellington, because we still be-
lieve that "law is a noble profession." I . 
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The Rouse Family 
Arthur, Sabrina, Bobbi Lyn, 
Kari Ann, and Bret. 
Lived together, loved together. 
Killed together. 
August 20, 1991 
Gansevoort, NY 
If you don't stop someone from driving drunk, who will? Do whatev~; 'i{tikes. 
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Continued from page 7 
Mr. Ben-Matityahu stressed the Israeli people's 
support of change, noting that there is a 75% approval 
rating for a policy compromise with the Palestinians. 
A majority of Israelis want peace, he said. The dispar-
ity is over how to achieve that peace. Security, he 
stressed, was the country's number one priority. He 
also spoke about the scary reality of the change in 
terrorism. "Yesterday, the aim was to destroy the 
state of Israel Today, they attempt to destroy a chance 
at peace." 
Finally, Mr. Ben-Matityahu discussed all the 
positive signs that he has seen happening. For ex-
ample, he thought the huge tumout for Rabin's fu-
neral was very encouraging, especially the support of 
other countries. He also noted that Israel enjoys dip-
lomatic relations with 165 countries, a number that 
has tripled during the past three years. In addition, he 
spoke about the second economic conference that the 
Middle East has had within just one year, and found 
this very encouraging. Overall, he wanted people to 
remember that "you make peace with enemies, not 
friends," and that the principal support for the peace 
process is in place. 
Student questions ranged from concerns about 
the religious right to the tenuous state of the Middle 
East. Aside from student who wanted to know about 
the Bosnian conflict, most students seemed to leave 
the event with a better understanding of the Middle 
East situation - not to mention a full stomach from 
* 
Get Foot in Door, Alumna Advises 
By Kimberly Auerbach 
Bonnie Erdheim did not make law review. She 
did not make a journal or participate in the school's 
Froessel Moot Court Competition . She did not work 
during her first year of law school and she devoted 
that first summer to anything but the law. 
She was also one of the first in her class to get a 
job. Even better, a job of her choice. 
"The fact is after the first year my grades were 
horrible, butl didn't panic," said Erdheim, who is now 
Assistant Corporation Counsel at the Brooklyn Fam-
ily Court Division of Corporation Counsel. "I knew I 
had the determination to do what I wanted to do." 
What she wanted to do was public interest, a 
field so popular that even if you volunteer there is a 
good chance you won't be able to get in the door. 
Erdheim was not deterred. 
In her second year of law school she gathered 
any information she could get her hands on having to 
do with public interest and began writing letters. 
"I was very disheartened," she recalled. "The 
public interest organizations were not very organized. 
I didn't get a warm reception to my wanting to volun-
teer. They had an attitude of, 'Oh, we get so many 
volunteers' or 'We don't know how many volunteers 
we're going to take.' You'd call and they wouldn't call 
back. You had to constantly track them down." 
Finally,ErdheimattendedaCareerServicesgov-
emment panel, where she got the idea to send a letter 
to the New York City Law Department Office of the 
Corporation Counsel. After a follow-up phone call 
and an interview, she got the job, where she now 
works prosecuting juveniles. 
In part, she attributes this success to interning 
with New York Supreme Court Judge Frederic S. 
Berman during her first semester, second year, an 
experience she calls "invaluable." Not only do you get 
to see the inside of a courtroom and learn how the 
system works, but you make connections. It is some-
thing every student should do, she said. 
The internship also led to a rare opportunity. 
Erdheim stayed on and helped research and write a 
law review article by the Judge that was recently 
published in the New York Law School Law Review. 
Although initially the job at Corp. Counsel did 
not pay, Erdheim once again hit the books, did her 
homework and worked out a Work-Study program 
that made her more than $12 an hour. 
Most people do not realize it, but if you work for 
the government there is money available for you, she 
said. 
Once inside, Erdheim had the chance to prove 
how good she was. After working through the sum-
mer, she was soon promoted to Senior Student Legal 
Specialist accompanied by a raise, medical and dental 
benefits, sick days and annual leave days. Of course 
there was a trade-off. 
"You definitely have to put in more time and 
more hours," she explained. "But it's worth it. By the 
time I graduated I successfully prosecuted three juve-
niles. This is a rare opportunity for a student to have." 
Working 20 hours a week, juggling six classes 
and heading the Public Interest Coalition in her third 
year, Erdheim knew there was no guarantee she would 
be hired come graduation. More than 1,000 people 
apply for only 28 spots with Corp. Counsel. 
Not wanting to put all her balls in one basket, 
Erdheim began applying all over the place for perma-
nent employment. 
"That's when I started getting rejections - lots 
of rejections," she recalled. "I was getting rejected left 
and right just like everyone else." 
ln the end, her work at Corporation Counsel 
paid off. She will never forget all the people that wrote 
recommendations and pushed for her from the inside. 
There is no doubt in her mind that that is why she was 
hired. 
'1twas ll0percentwhy," she said. "I had a lot of 
people behind me who knew my work. Law review 
might get you in the door, but it doesn't guarantee you 
a job." 
By third year, every student should be working 
she said. She also added that the reputation of the 
school only helped her. Students, she said, were so 
apathetic that it gave those who wanted "to show their 
stuff" a chance to be able to. 
"It's all where you worked before that will get 
you a job," she said. "It's the connections you make 
that really can help you in the future." 
Chocolates by Jennifer Ann 
Custom Chocolates for any Occasion 
birthdays ..... anrtlversaries ..... holidays ..... relief from finals ..... thank you ..... 
parties .... .! love you ..... bachelor/bachelorette .... . 
new babies ..... fund-raiser events ..... congratulations ..... 
just because .. . 
gift baskets ..... mugs ..... packages ..... unlimited ideas! 
Taking orders now for the holidays! 
Call (718) 454-8685 to have gifts specially created 
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Titles: Do They Divide Or Unite 
By Dave Drossman 
America, land of the free and the home of the 
brave. I am proud to be an American. I believe in our 
system of economy, freedom, and justice. Unfortu-
nately, those systems often do not work for minorities, 
and we are constantly trying to figure out how to 
change them. 
These racial problems stem from fundamental 
divisions between our country's many races and eth-
nic groups. Seeing a spectacle like the OJ Simpson trial 
shows how Americans increasingly define each other 
by the color of their skin. This is not an aspect of our 
country that I am proud of, and it needs to be changed. 
I am not trying to deny the obvious differences 
that exist between black and white America. Instead, 
I am wondering why some races try to differentiate 
between themselves even more. This is a problem that 
is only fueling the fire of racism in America. The less 
we understand people who are different from us, the 
more we stereotype each other. The social and eco-
nomic separation of the races only stands as a road-
block to trying to understand each other. 
One aspect of the separation dividing us stems 
from one common aspect of life that we all share. This 
Happy 
.Holidays 
from all of 
us at the 
·Reporter 
to all of 
you. 
is the language we use. In the past I was simply an 
American, like the rest of my fellow countrymen. 
However, in recent years the term "African-Ameri-
can" has come into use. Where did this change come 
from? As we try to bring our races together in this 
country, phrases like "African-American" seem to 
drive us further apart. 
Americans are people of all different colors, 
shapes, and sizes. A person may have roots in France 
and Poland, but they are still an American. Immi-
grants who come here from all over the world take 
pride in calling themselves Americans. Everyone here 
is part of a social,.religious or ethnic group, but there 
isnoreasontobegincallingUScitizensJewish-Ameri-
cans, Russian-Americans, or even Mexican-Ameri-
cans. The more we define each other like this, the less 
we will understand other people. 
It is already confusing enough for most people to 
keep up with the political correctness and 
oversensitivity in our country.Ironically, however, 
the more groups distinguish themselves, the more 
they separate from the country's foundations of lib-
erty and equality. Calling myself,, African-American" 
suggests allegiance to another country or set of ideals. 
This goes against the idea of a melting pot, the idea 
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that many diverse peoples could live together peace-
fully. An idea this country was founded on. 
What we need to do in this age of stereotypes 
and racism is grasp the fundamental links that join us 
all, not just labels unifying one group. As we attempt 
to reconstruct the foundation of mutual respect and 
understanding for everyone, it only makes it more 
difficult when some people go off in a different direc-
tion. As Americans, we all need to work together to 
solve our problems instead of creating new ones. 
Some people may think that I am reading too 
much into the phrase, "African-American." How-
ever, it is in these types of W"lexpected and often 
overlooked places that show why we see each other as 
so different. 
Am I different from you? In certain ways I am, 
but it would surprise some people to find out how 
much weallhaveincornmon. We need to put empha-
sis on those similarities, not the differences. I might be 
black, white, blue, or green, but it should not affect 
how you think about the ideas I have written. If it has, 
maybe that is something that you need to look at 
inside yourself. 
Good Luck on 
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